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Local Audio Group
To Demonstrate At
The Worlds Four

A party of four audio special-
ists is leaving Wellesley next
Wednesday, August 20, for the
World's Fair, having been in-
vited to present a week-long

demonstration of what is con-
sidered the finest Hi- -Fidelity
equipment in America. They are
flying from Boston to New Yor k,
where they will continue via
Sabena plane to Brussels, Bel-
gium, with 1,000 pounds of equip-
ment.

Two of the party, Mr, and Mrs.
Donald B. Davis, former vesi-
dents of Durant road visited the
World’'s Fair in May while on a
tour of Europe. Mr. Davis, who
has hbeen associated with the

| Davis and Mr. Bell,

States, Mr, Davis visited a
World's Fair official in W ashing-
ton, D.C,, who happened to be
James 8. Plaut of Cambridge.
As a result of that conferen('

and Mrs. Davis as well as to

fusic Box Sound Experts w2
Take Hi-Fi Outfit To Europe

Upon his return to the United

{an invitation was extended 10‘
| Mr.

William Bell of the Music Box |

and George Petry, a sound
specialist Emm [linois who was
formerly associated with Mr.
to demon-
strate their Hi-Fidelity equip-
ment at the Fair for a week.

Mr. Bell was the first person
to assemble the system which
will be used to
country’s
equipment,

finest Hi-Fidelity
in crattmans}up be-

fore the world. As a pioneer in|

on-the-spot comparisons of live

musical groups with stereo re-

cordings of those groups, Mr. Bell

vouches that the system he
taking to Brussels will become
a standard in the audio arts.

Christian  Secience Church in

Boston, was also at one time an|

audio consultant to the \Iuslc,
Box in Wellesley. He found the
exhibit at the Brussels Fair la-
beled Hi-Fidelity was, in his
‘opinion, unrepresentative of the|
quality  Hi-Fidelity Wellesley|
people may find every day at the|
Music Box. i

represent our,

is |

Four high fidelity experts from
the Music Box are scheduled to
leave Boston via Sabena Airlines
with nearly a ton of high fidelity
equipment which will be set up
and demonstrated in the Ameri-
can Theatre at the Brussels
Fair for a week beginning Au-
gust 26,

The equipment is a definitive
hi fi system and is valued at
about $12,000.

The story began in June, whem
Donald Davis and his wife, form- |
erly of Durant road, Wellesley,
visited the Brussels Fair, Ac-
cording to Davis, the equipment
shown in the American exhibit
was commercial package phcmo-I
graph, and not at all representa- |
tive of high quality equipment
available in the United States.

Upon returning home, Davis
developed the idea of showing the
Fair a really fine sound system.
Davis and William Bell of the
Music Box talked the matter
over, and developed their idea of
the highest calibre soumnd repro-
duction, The equipment selected
represented the top drawer com-
ponents of seven different manu-
facturers represented in the
Music Box Audio room, and is
three channel stereo throughout.

Soon Don Davis had an ap-
pointment with James 8. Plaut,
U. S. deputy commissioner gen-
eral at the Fair, and shortly
came an invitation to exhibit the
equipment. Mr. Davis stressed
that we're representing the com-
ponent hi fi business as a whole,
but we are going as individuals
and not as representatives of any
commerical firm.”

Mrs. Davis is accompanying
Mr. Davis for their second trip
to Brussels this summer, and al-
so their friend George Petry

from Hoopeston, Ill., making a ||

demonstration team of four to
staff the exhibit.

For the past week the outfit
has been on display for the press |
at the home of Mr. Bell's father,
Nelson S. Bell of Dover. This
was done because the equipment
looked much better in a living-
room than in a store, and it
further underlined the non-com-
mercial nature of the venture.
The Boston Sundeay Herald car-
ried a feature story on the sys-
tem last Sunday, and WBZ-TV
has also pictured the adventure.

For the benefit of Hi Fi ad-

dicts, the equipment comprises
Ampex 350 tape recorders, Scott
tuners, Fairchild turntables,
arms and cartridges (stereo and
monaural), Marantz pre-ampli-
fiers and power amplifiers, with
stereo  Klipschorn loudspealk rs
with a third, or center channel.
In addition Mercury sterec tapes
and records are shown, also Irish
brand tape.
. After the exhibit ends Septem-
‘ber 2, Bell will fly back to Wel-
lesley at once. The Davises and
[Petry will come back by boat
with the equipment. Late in Sep-
tember the equipment as demon-
strated at the Brussels Fair will
‘be shown in the Music Box Audio
oo,



PR 2

OPEN EXHIBIT — Donald Davis (left) of West Lafayette and

|George Petry of Hoopeston, Ill., were among four Americans

opening an exhibit on high fidelity stereophonic tapes and discs

in the American theater at the U, S. Pavilion at the World’s

fair at Brussels, Belgium, Mrs, Davis and William Bell of Welles-

ley, Mass., assisted at the exhibit. Davis is a son of Mrs. Hazel
Davis, 1520 Summit drive, West Lafayette.
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members of a private hi-fi

“OUTPLAY RUSSIA'—That is the aim of these two
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expedition to the Brussels

World’s Fair, Donald B. Davis, left, and William H
Bell, who are taking ton of equipment.

Patriofs Plan

By FRED

| “What we're going fo do,” said
‘Don Davis and Bill Bell in their
“usual top-tempo chorus,® isi blast |
e Russians right out of the|
Brussels Worlds Fair with
]t-he bast hi-fi reproduction in the
iworl S

Davis fixed The Herald with
a fiery glance and began to warm
p. “‘Think of it,”” he said, “when
'we were in the hi-fi room in the |
'U.S. Theater at the Fair there
ere about 30 people listening
‘to equipment that I say is the
oorest commercial garbage.

Ton of Equipment

i

“You know what was going on
across the streef in the Russian
theater? They were four deep
frying to buy Russian records
after hearing them played on a|
console which I'd say soundéd
like a 1933 Atwater Kent, Now
we're going to take our own
hi-fi over and prove that Ameri-
can hi-fi is unqualifiedly the best
in the world.”

Davis is formally Donald B.
| Davis, Purdue '53, who has been
|in Boston for the past three
years in the employ of the Mother
Church, First Church of Christ,
Scientist.

Bell is formally William H.
he now operates a hi-fi shop |
in Wellesley but he is gquick
to point out that that has has
| mothing to do with this expedi-
| tion. This is strictly a private
| ‘operation which will pay its
| own way, now that the official
- invitation has come from the
U.S. committee for the Fair.

2

Davis and Bell are now as-
sembling their ton of eguipment
‘which they will air-freight to
| Brussels and they plan ‘o blast
~off in the U.S. Theater at the
\FFair on Aug. 26. Flying over with
| them will be Davis’ wife, Carolyn,
lland the third partner, George
Pem'y],1 their friend from Hoops-
on, IIL

Same Old Junk

Daiv and Bell and Petry have
iraised ‘‘between $5000 and 16000
to cover the whole cost of the
expedition and they deseribe their
expedition in this way:

“In a way we're represent-
ing the component hi-fi business
as a whole, But we are going
as individuals and not as repre-

| sentatives of any commercial
9 firm.”

Why are they going and lugging
a ton of hifi halfway across the

Kilpsoh loudspeakers 2

Sad Tale Erupts Into Pilgrimage

Hi-Fi Blast

At World's Fair Russians

BRADY '
junk. The reproduction is preity ;

horrible.” \

¥ |
Back in Boston they told their,
sad tale to friends including Bill|
Bell, and if you know hi-fi types,
when they tell a tale hoth the
rhythm and volume are apt to\
lean more toward a satellite
blast-off than a string quartette. |l
That’s when they got the idea of
takiag their own stuff over.

Waste No Time

Davis and Bell suddenly grinned
and said in chorus again: “We're
sort of nuts on this thing,” They
wasted no time; went fo Wash-
ington, saw the proper officials
including James S. Plaut, U.S.
deputy commissioner general for
pretty soon they had their of-
the - Brussels expositica, and
pretly soon they had their of-
ficial invitation. I

Now for all you fi-fi Hera]dg
readers, here is the Davis and
Bell list of what theyre taking
in that terrific ton:

sy

“Ampex tape recorders, Mar-
antz pre-amplifiers and ampli-1
fiers, Scott tuners, Fairchild
turntables, arms and eartridges,
Irish brand tape, Marcury pre- |
recorded tapes and recore.s,{

Thats not all. Theyre planiing|
on-the-spot recordings of live mu-|
sical groups at’ the Fair so tha
they can give an immediate platy--l
back by tape for comparison of

the reproduced with the original.}

i

For a moment Bell talked at
almost normal rate and pitch
almost normal rate and pitch
as he said; ‘“The current show-
ing at the Fair is not typical
of American guality craftsman- |
ship nor of the quality sound |
which can be produced in this
country. The Russians are show- |
ing far better stuff — but "
nothing comparable with what
were going to show.”

Then — in chorus again —
Davis and Bell said: “Well make
the Russians look sick, We'll re-
produce a locomotive with all
the visceral effects — the shaking,
the trembling, the chuffing, every-
thing but the cinder in your eye.”

The

expedition flies mext
Wednesday and a week later it
Will be: “Moscow, .now hear

world?

|

That goes back to last May
when Davis and his wife were
horrified at what they heard for |
American hifi at the Fair in|
contrast to the Russiam.
Davis shook his head and |
sald: “The American room it- |
| self if correct and restful but
| what it amounts to is a larg
edifice full of the same old |
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& S. “Tunes’ Hi-Fi at Fair '

By Albert D. Hughes

Staff Wriler of
The Christian Science Monitor

Somewhat belatedly, the Unit-

led States is putting its best “hi-

fi” foot forward at the Brussels
Fair — butit is largely due to
three young ' American high-
enthusiasts that

* country’s ndtional competence in

this field is being upheld abroad.
| “On:Aug. 21,
-~Don Davis, Willlam Bell, and
George Petry—are flying to
Brussels from New York on a

Sabena Belgian World Airlines
‘plane.
with them a high-fidelity sound |
system with representative com- |

They will be bringing

ponents of the best equipment
manufactured in the TUnited
States. By “representative,” the
boys mean equipment which is

~alsg readily purchasable over

ot

the counter,

At the 1,100-seat theater in
the American pavilion at the
Brussels Fair, the boys will play

‘both monaural and stereophonic

tapes and discs. They also plan
to make on-the-spot pickups
individual performers and
musical groups and will give
demonstrations of live and re-
produced music for audience
LOm]JdliSCJ'}
Components Cltcd

They expect to ~have their

equipment set up by Aug. 26 at

' the Brussels Fair and will pro-
" vide daily demonstrations over |
' the closing days of the Augusts
| school vacation period in Europe |

when a great many Europeans
are traveling, and up to the clos=
ing of the fair on Oct. 19. The
boys hope for the widest hearing

of American high-fidelity sound:

equipment possible.

While the boys recognize that
opinions vary on high-fidelity
sound eguipment, here is what

' they are taking along as repre-
sentative components:

They are employing Mercury
tapes and discs for recorded

| demonstrations.

For pickups they are using
H. H. Scott monaural and stereo

fAM and FM radio funers, and an

it Ampex

tape recorder

| “Irish” high-fidelity tapes.

is being reproduced through a |

Both recorded and live sound

% Marantz Audio  Consolette and

the

mes three lds) began when Don Davis and his

with |

Power Amplifiers connected with
Klipsch horn loud-speakers,

By a division of audio ecircuits,
the boys also have produced a
three-channel stereo output froni
their two-channel rig, ecircuitry
they claim provides a genuine
feeling of instrument “location”
in stereo music reproduction.

How Plan Evolved
Their venture in high-fidelity

wife visited the Brussels Fair
earlier this season while on a
tour of Europe, They are Grand
Prix automobile racing fans.

While awaiting delivery of a

Porsche automobile, which is
built on order, they visited the
American pavilion at the fair,
spotted ~ a “hi-fi’”" room, and
heard its demonstration. They
came away disappointed and

chagrined over what purported |

to be American
sound equipment, ?

Their concern was even more
enhanced by a demonstration at
the Soviet fair exhibit of what
they claimed was a prewar
sound console and by the sight
of persons. lined up four deep

high-fidelity

Gordon N. Converse, Staff Phtographer

New Hi-Fi Equipment Bei
Shown, left to right, with new high-fidelity sound egquipment

around a Soviet record counter,
At home, Don Davis and Bill |
Bell,

“do something” about the fair
exhibif. They sought advice, and
were directed to the United
States Information Agency in
Washington, D.C. |

They presented their case for
American high-fidelity and USIA

officials got in touch with their |
fair. |
Through them the boys received ||
an official invitation from the |
fair management to make dem- |

representatives at: the

onstrations of their equipment.

The boys are paying their own
air fare to Europe but they have
received some financial help
from the components manufac-
turers to help pay airfreight
charges for their equipment,

So it is that during the clos-
ing days of the fair, visitors to
the American theater will' be
able to hear what American
pride in high~fidelity sound has
accomplished as well as ex-
amples of what is believed to

who works with his father j
in the Music Box shop in Wel-
lesley Hills, Mass., decided tol

be American high-fidelity at its
best. |

which is being rushed belatedly to the Brussels World’'s Fair in |
a Sabena Belgian World. Airlines plane, are: Mr, and Mrs. Don l
Davis, George Petry, and William H. Bell, At the fair these

11,
|

¥/, /7

g Flown to Brussels Fair

people will play both monaural and stereophonic tapes and discs,
in addition to making on-the-spot pickups of performers and
musical groups for demonstratmn burposes and for audience
comparxson.
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‘Battle of Sounds’ Due
At Brussels World Fair

Another international battle will!
be fought out at the Brussels Expo- [
sition the last week of August. But
it will be a battle of sounds in-'
stead of one of architectural dis-
plays and political propaganda. |
And deeply involved in it will be a .
Southwestern manufacturing firm.

The firm of Klipsch and Asso-
ciates of Hope, Ark., whose busi-
ness is the manufacturing of high
fidelity loud speaker systems.

It all started when two men
from Boston, William Bell and'
Dondld Davis, visited the expo-
sition earlier in the summer. Be-
ing specialists in high fidelity
sound reproduction, they saw and
heard the demonstrations of other
countries who have excelled in the
development of sound reproduction
equipment but were shocked to
find that the high fidelity com-
ponent industry of ‘the United
States was not represented in the
U.S. pavilion, Feeling confident
that this country has no peer in
the field, they decided to throw
down the Hi-Fi glove to the world.

Shortly after their return to the
States they got busy, cut quickly
through red tape in Washington,
and arranged to put on a demon-
stration in the U.S. pavillion at the
Fair of American achievements.
They were given the 1100 seat audi-
torium for the event, from Aug.
26 to Sept. 2. |

For this, they assembled a sound |
reproducing system such as- hi-fi
fans dream of. Components are
included which are representative
ot the finest American craftsman-
ship. That is where Klipsch got into
the international battle of sounds.
Their “Klipschorn” corner horn
loudspeaker system, while market-
ed all over the world, has never
before had a formal public dem-
onstration in Europe. ]

Two “Klipschorn’ speakers have
been flawn from Hope to Brussels
for the occasion. These loud-
speaker systems have achieved
fame for their ability to reproduce
every tone from the lowest pedal
note of a pipe organ to the highest
tingle of triangles, and to do it with
practically no distortion. They ac-
complish this feat by utilizing the

walls and floor of a room corner.

Their designer, Paul W. Klipsch,
is an unassuming man who prefers
the quiet life of the South Arkansas
City. He was sent to Hope during
World War II by the United States
Army to serve as electronics chief
of the ordinance proving grounds
there. All through the war he con-
tinued his experiments with loud-
speakers begun in the thirties. And,
after the war, he acquired some of
the government buildings on the
base for his factory. Throughout
these years he has racked up. a
long list of patents and has been
a prolific contributor to audio
journals.

While his major contribution is
the corner horn system he has
conducted research into many
olher aspects of sound reproduc-
tion. One of his most recent de-
velopments is three-channel repro-
duction from two-channel tapes
and discs. This will be a feature
at the Brussels demonstration.

At his plant, loudspeaker sys-
tems  are practically. hand made
and are individually tested under
Klipsch’s personal supervision. .

If the “Sound Battle” of Brus-
sels is conceded to be an Ameri-
can victory, and the prestige of
the American High Fidelity indus-
try is maintained, much of the
credit will be due to Paul Klipsch,
his research laboratory and plant,
located on the outskirts of Hope,
Arkansas.

LOUD SPEAKER MANUFACTURING is
the business of Klipsch and Associates of
Hope, Ark. whose factory is pictured
&bove. The “Klipschorn,” designed by
Paul W. Klipsch, has been chosen to repre-
gent American high fidelity sound repro-

PAUL W. KLIPSCH of Hope, Ark., stands beside one of
his “Klipschorn” corner horn loudspeaker systems
which is representing the American High Fidelity In-
dustry at the Brussels Exposition.

week. Marketed all over the world, the
Klipschorn will have its first public dem-
onstration in the 11,000-seat auditorium
for the event. Other countries dem-
onstrated their hi-fi equipment earlier
this summer.

guction at the Brussels Exposition next
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Do stve
Stereo Show

Newest Hit
In Brussels

BRUSSELS, Belgium —— Three
voung American stereocats have|
successfully invaded the Brussels
World’s Fair, and are flipping visi-
tors with their own version of a
typical U. S.-style audio show.

The' trio — Don Davis, William
Bell and George Petry—are holding
forth in the 1,100-seat theater of|
the American pavilion, where they
are playing both monaural and
stereo tapes and disks. They paid|
their own air fare to Europe, altho|
component manufacturers quickly
aided the project by paying air
freight charges for equipment

-~ used.

The line-up of the rig used by
the boys includes: Ampex tape re-
corder utilizing Trish-brand " tape;
H. S. Scott stereo AM-FM tuner;
Marantz amplifiers and Audio Con-|
solette, and a pair of Klipschomn
speakers. Mercury disks and tapes
are used in the demonstrations.

The capsule audio show, first
reported by Al Hughes of the
Christian  Science Monitor, has
been drawing large and e ‘husi-
astic audiences.

GOING TO FAIR—Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Davis (left), West Lafayette, Ind.; Wil-
liam H. Bell, Holliston, Mass.; and George
Petry, Hoopeston, board airliner {for
Brussels World Fair. The three men,
amongst the leading Hi-Fi hobbyists in
the nation, have been selected by the U.S.

State Department to exhibit their Hi-Fi

system in the 1.100 seat American
theatre at the exposition. Their stereo-

phenic¢ system, which they built them- |

selves, is valued at $12,000. They will
record live artists performing and im-
mediately will play back the recordings.




DAVIS (dark suit, foreground),
- ghows his equipment to Roland
Muneret, chief electrician at the

French pavilion and owner of one
of the largest hi-fi systems in Eu-

g

EUROPEANS WERE awed by the stereophonic dem-
onstration tape which Davis (dark suit) played for
them. It contained noises (from the crash of racing
cars to a train speeding along its track) to excerpts
of recitals by the young Texas pianist, Van Cliburn. £
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[
rope. Muneret supplied the Ameri-
cans with a special power plug of

60 cycles, 10 more than common-
ly used in Europe,

E-—Fi Goes to the Fair
And Wins US. Friends

OF ALL the . American
couples who visited the

- World's Fair at Brussels this

summer, Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Davis probably traveled with
the most luggage — 1,500
pounds of it valued at $12,000
for the trip. Carefully packed
and insured against damage
or loss, their hi-fi equipment
was on display in the theater
of the U.S. pavilion. Davis
and two other hi-fi enthusi-
asts had been invited by the
U.S. State department to
demonstrate American
achievement in this field.

For 10 days they staged
demonstrations every 30
minutes from 11 a.m. until 3
p.m., explaining their systems
in detail and drawing crowds

which probably totaled 50,000
persons, Playing everything
from a demonstration tape to

three years’ concerts of the
Boston Symphony orchestra

(recorded while Davis wag in
the electrical department of

the First Church of Christ

Scientist), they found Euro-
peans exceptionally interested

in hi-fi. Although popular |
music had a small following, |
classical tapes held their in=
terest indefinitely,. While |

there, the first stereophonic

broadcast for armed forces in

Europe was made from discs
originally eut by Davis.

Davis, the son of Mrs. '
Hazel Davis, 1520 Summit
drive, West Lafayette, now
lives at Hope, Ark,
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