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Fed up playing music through your computer 
that sounds like you’ve put a water effect on 
it? NIALL DOHERTY tests the current 
crop of desk speakers on the market.

 EDIFIER PRIME USB
£29.99
These speakers wouldn’t look out of 
place in a model village, if the village 
was a futuristic dystopia where the 
architecture was based on a mix of 
communist Russia and Basildon. They 
really are ugly: they’ve been hit with the 
ugly USB stick. Get past that, though, 
and they’re not a bad budget choice. 
The sound is slightly on the flimsy side, 
as you’d expect for £30, but it holds up 
admirably when Orbital’s Satan is 
blasted out at full volume. ���

 KLIPSCH KMC 3 £349.99
If it bothers you that boomboxes 
were never really replaced in the 
technological evolution, then fear 
not, you socially inadequate noise 
polluter, you. This work of art does 
the job brilliantly! If you’ve got £350 to 
spare, that is. The Klipsch KMC 3 has 
a great design and a wonderfully full 
sound – it makes Depeche Mode’s 
Enjoy The Silence sound like it was 
recorded yesterday and it also looks 
like a model space ship. All of which, of 
course, are good things. ����

 RUARK MR1 £299.99
This pair of small, sleekly designed 
speakers sound brilliant and look like 
something that might pop up out of a 
control board on Buck Rogers. They win 
in a game of chicken with Q’s eardrums 
and the riff-heavy bite of Arctic 
Monkeys’ Do I Wanna Know ? has a roar 
when channelled through them. The 
sound is treble-heavy and there’s a 
sub-woofer input if you wish to rumble 
your intestines. Perhaps at £300, extras 
shouldn’t be required, but otherwise 
it’s hard to see quality-wise past the 
MR1s, which you can connect to your 
computer or phone via Bluetooth or a 
cable. Quite stunning. �����

 DIVOOM ONBEAT-500
£129.99
The most portable of the speakers 
on show this month, Divoom’s 
Onbeat-500 can be easily moved 
around the room, house or office. 
The design is excellent and there’s 
an impressive thud to the sound, the 
sort of speaker you wouldn’t mind 
showing off. It’s also the perfect size to 
pretend it’s a gigantic mobile phone, 
although upon testing that out in the 
office I was told that that joke wasn’t 
funny any more. ����

 BOSE COMPANION 2
£89.95
The sound of these computer speakers 
is typically excellent, but everything else 
about them seems a bit dated. They look 
so ’90s that you’re half tempted to plug 
them in and boot up Sensible Soccer, the 
design being a little too MFI showroom 
for something that’s going to be in your 
eyeline all day. As if to press home the 
point that they’re a blast from the past, 
you can only connect them by cable. 
They’re bass-y and beefy. But just not 
Bluetooth-y. ���

BAT FOR LASHES: YAMAHA QY70 “Musically, my favourite gadget would be my 
Yamaha QY70. I’ve written so many songs on it; Daniel, All Your Gold, all sorts. It’s a tiny 
sequencer with a little keyboard on the top of it, with eight tracks and about 2000 sounds. 
Because it’s so small I take it on the plane with me. You can take it anywhere.”
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HOW WE TESTED
Q’s Reviews Editor Niall Doherty put 
the desk speakers through their 
paces at home and in the office. 
As well as testing the sound, 
connectivity and ease of installation 
were also taken into consideration. 

HOW WE RATED
The speakers were assessed 
according to sound quality, 
functionality, design and value for 
money. The clarity of the riff on Arctic 
Monkeys’ Do I Wanna Know? was a 
good indicator; less so the drums on  
Avenged Sevenfold’s Hail To The King. 
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